O DITTTETIYE BAPTIEY

4 heritegs iz that whieh pesces from one Yo svether, We »uet not be im&ﬁfﬁwﬁﬁ *%:@ the
heritage of vitel prineivles thet heve come down %o us. As we think of the goodn

God 4% guiding and blessing ue through the years, we gs Beptisis can say with Iﬁaﬁfiﬁ,
"he lines sre T=llen wnto uvs in plessest placess Fes, we heve & goodly heritege ¥

Pegalm 1616. Without pride or boesting, but with joy and sevtainty Baptisis trece their
Iineage besk te an snclent and honowshle begimningw-during the versomsl winistry of
Jeans Uhedst on this esrth, Throush these centuries they heve mﬁ’egmﬁ isve for and
loyelty to the principles end tesshings which Christ geve to the svostolic grotm and
are recorded in the ¥ew Testument, Ther have sought to treck Christfs modsl of 1ife,
tesohlng, dostrine, melthod and spirit as found in the ¥ew Testement, Por more than
nineteen csnturies they have resdily secevied and f&itmm proclained Chyvist's
aupsrnstural birth, sinless 1ife, substitutionsry death, bodily veswraction, versonsl
intevosseion and vieible yreburn,

It iz weedful for us to look beck to the rook from vhence we were heun, and to learn
wore about our eriglin, history and dectrines. This ewereise will help uws e svoreciste
mare fully our heritage end give we the cowrase Yo stend mere Plvnly in these days of
dogtrinel wicertainty,

Through the centuries Beptists have been cherscterized by sertain dlstinetive beliefs,
I s & Beptist beosuse T ez in howvmowy with these beliefe, Avong the distinetive
eheracteristies of real Beptists eve the Following:

I, Thelr Wnflinching Ioyelty And Trugvering Devetion Te The Seriptures,

fwest things heve been done by Bapitiste beeauss théy beve belleved something. YWorld
hes veunsol for those vho balieove something and stand uwp for thelr convictions, It
is exseedingly important that ve belisve risht besause ocur beliefs deternine vhat we
sre and wvhel we &;@‘ %wa must be some standard of &ﬁ%@i‘iﬁ? in veligion, even

though the tonden : isregsad all suthority, YThere eve
three sourses @f ”&y‘ fw he beliefs of paovle: o chureh, huwien yesson, the
Bivle., Bartists aﬂmﬁ the Bivle instesd of any othey mﬁmﬁw; Pepl Baptizts heve
always believed and £t111 believe thet the Blble i the inspired Yord of Cod, the
orly aunthoritetive rule of foith and prectice, is used as a weans to the selwation
of men, ig an open book %o be read; interpreted; belleved end ebeyed by 211 alike,
thould heve widest possible olreulstion in the nstive languspe of all the peonle,
ghould be presched in all the werld, end thel anyr depsviure from its teschings is
frought vith wmteld evil,

¥i; Their Belief In The Competence OF The Todividus? Soul

By the compstency of the soul we nmesn the a%iﬁ%y of the indlvidusl to desl direstly
with Cod, This 2Bill%y, or scompetency, grows out of the faet thed men wes erested
in the imsge of God., Made in the iimmsg ef God, man posvesses intelligence,
smotion end will, %wti%g difTer from all piher sroups iz their deaivine of the
competency of the individuel soul. E. T. %1line seld, "A11 men have an sguael
right t¢ diveot sovess to God," ¥, B. White hog seld, PThe individus) mot only must
a@% fw nimeelf: he ip the only ope vho cane. 5od bas mede hinm compelent.,¥ J. Bs
miawa, The Bapiist distinetive is the belief ihel every versen who ever
ii%reﬁ o7 ever would live has nz mugh ivberent vight 4o desl Mrmlﬁy with God as
any other nerson vwho sver 213 gr ever would ldve.”

To Deal With God By And For Itself,



. approsch God directly throu

Cof works. In the experience of salvation, God's pert 1z "oy grese,” and mem's pavd

v,

- is the vevelation of God to men, bub wnder

‘in pertnership with Him, Each person ie competent to

- mesesssry for saivelion, devised the sstow

e sanmot overaphasize this Jdecbrine of the sempetency of the soul, However, we
must sluvays heep mind that 4% {8 competency wnder Gpd and not apard from Him o
the mesns vhich He bae provided, I% is net cometency apard from the Bitle, vhich

the paidencs of 4%, T i3 not spmpetency
apart from Chrlst, who Lo the Oodegiver end blesesd Redeemer, but im Wm. T¢ is

nat compelensy apard frem the Holy Spirit, whe fe the dlvime Gulde and Teacher, Wt
the one Mediator, Jesue Ohist, and 4o have deslinmge with Bin, This axeivndes
sagerdotalion and sseramentalisn, Whet doos this doctrdine inplede? The right to

gh Chelist for salvotione Joous suid, *I s the way, the
trath, and the lifer 1o men cometh wnbo the Pother, bub by me.® It inciudes the
rlght to approach God thwough Christ in prever, Hand whetsosver yo shall ask in ny
none, that will I do, thet the Father mey be glorified in the Son." T4 slse ineludes
the right %o reed end inmterpret the Word of Oed, T4 smphasises the fact of & persom)
seevintability to God, "Ho then every ome of us shell give an eccowt of himeelf to

God.* Haeh will heve to render sn socount for wast he thinks, essys and doow,

Theiy Conviction Thet Salwation Iv By Ovees ugh Falth Flme Mothing,

Salvetion is & comprelensive term. It luplies thet men was Jost end tolelly aRELLe
to zave himeelf, He did not deserve salvetien. WNelther ¢1d he selieft 1%, Tt was
entirely the result of divine grase. The prase of God mads a1l the srrenvensmits
img plan, date wd the neens, previded

ks

the svbhor, brought the messegs and prosentod the apclicetion of it %o the soul.

Salvetion i3 neb partly of mrece and perily of workss it iz o1l of prascs end nons

iz "through faith.” fome thivk ket sslvation is by grace through feith olus beviden,
o plus joining the chwreh, or vius something oles, Bty zooording to God's Yerdy

it is by grece through f2i%h plus mothing, Selvetion is entively fod's gift to us.
"he gift of God iz eternsl 1ife through Jesve Christ owr Iowd,Y Man mist secept
salvetion as a g1 from Gody othorwise, he will never vecelve 1%,

“Haught have I gotten bub what I veseived;
Grace heth bestowed 1% since I have believed;
- Boasting exeluded, pride I shosseg
I'm enlly 2 élnmer saved by mrece,?

i Is A& Divine Tnetitution,

Their Uontention That The Chm

1o The @?igﬁ'.ﬂ of 1%, o ) _
' ) Founded at the right timewdtzing perscnal winistey of the Iord Jesus Thrist,
{2} Fourded in the right place--Pelestine, S
{2} Pounded by the right Persone-Uhrist, _ o _
{4} Pounded sut of the vight metorisleesaved people, whe had been baplized in
chadiesnce o the comand of Christ, snd whe were willing % proclain Hig
goepel and to eerry on His work in the world, o

e,
i

& How Testament church is a congregation of regenersted, serivturslly bavtized
believers, assoelated together for fellowskip, the ministry of the Werd, worghip,
and the earvring of ihe gospel Yo the snds of the sarkh, :

2e The erdinenses of 4%,

{1} Bavilen, ' _
Baptism ip the fimm st wpon & vrofession
of falth in Hin os Seviowr and lovd, uron the suthority of s Yew Tostswent
ehuratiy end in cohedience o the commnd of our lovde Bertlen vms solmittesd

erpion in waler of » believer in (hrs
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to by the lord Jesus Chyist, ecommnded by Hm, progticed by the Apostles,
and dntended fur 21 mﬁw@m. %ﬁ@% ta beptien was iﬁ%m%@& to be fg a1}
time the exesple and patiern of theose vho should become members of Uis
ghizrohes, Hls baptisn hed four ehuevacteristioss

e  He ves beptized sz God's ohild, '

ihie iz My beloved Sow in Whom T am well plessed”
.o b Be wes haotived by God's man,

¥Phere vet & man sout frem God,”

2o Fe vos baptized in Gud's waye
Fhnd 3@@%, when Ho wae ‘%mp%i%@% went up ﬁ%&&m@iﬁm@&y sut of the w%r.

£ Ho wee h&gﬁtﬁ.ﬁeﬁ mz* Gnd Ye parpese,
Thus 3% beeemsth ve to fulfAll a1l righiopusnoga,” %‘;‘ & ¢hild of @@-ﬁ
loves his gmim s he ﬁ?&iﬁ?’ﬁ:{é he will net hesiiate or refuze %o oboy

# e

¥hen Jesus Uhrist was bﬁ%@iﬁ&ﬁ, i%; wap Uodts @%@ﬂﬁ belng veptized, God's
man doing the baptiszing, CGod's methed by which 1t vae done, and Oodfs
varoose Tor whileh 1% wms &@ﬁ@m

Tertain things ave noeessery to seriphursl heptism:

se & m@:@f ﬁ’iﬁ.‘a’fﬁﬁm ’%ﬁi@wy in Ghrist or & ehild of ad,

%ﬁm@im i@ m@% %&ﬁmﬁi m}@% %f%; ﬁﬁ adimd mﬁam@ %33 o %?% iﬁ
. groperiy satherised i;@ baptise,
ds & proper motivewtbed i enos %es Christ m nEver wﬁ.ﬁh ary ides %%mw i%; m
By ﬁ%ﬁ"% @fﬂi@a@gﬁ :
B ey Do arie :‘ in wﬁtﬁr srd visivp from the wabery grave, :
s & mﬁw formlaww"ls the nems of the F&t&@r, the Son and the Holy %ﬁﬁriﬁﬁ

When sowaslled %@@%&@‘%& ':""w‘i-w' &lﬁﬁﬁ

refon, vhat do %w d67

4, They do thel for %z?zzia?z ‘%&ﬁ*}.’% is b mzviﬁﬁwai SxEnpit .

By They throvw sside the line<honored stond of Beniiets doun
canturios,

&w They plasg thenselves in the position @f mﬁﬁg Just another sech, thus
denying ‘%;%s.@iw divine origin.

4, They dlgressrd the vesl mesning of bapbiss, Por they therdhy sssept the
fremmreion @f‘ *&h&m @a M@ﬁ.m to help ssve.

i@ %@ M*@ Svmpe
This ordinence ig *&e} he e;&ssm@é by end in How Testawewmt ehurchen st gtgted
intervals g2 delermined by cach ohwresh, Inssmueh g2 the Seriptores de m&%
speaily hons @?m it i to e ﬁi}ﬁ&"f"@%ﬁ%w Chriet Lnstitubed the Invd'e Buppev.
He alao commmnded ite @’t&ﬁﬁmm@m He gaid, "Ihis do in remsubrance of ‘%‘
: ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬁg the lord's Suppe: ¢ things %%zmﬁ.ﬁ be aaié’i% _

throuds the

sotiog, *
TPar o é&ﬁ’%ﬁ%’i as e esd %%%iﬁ bread, swl drivk thisz sup.” The veguley
vrastice of chaerving the erdlnsnce will emrich the 1ife of believers,
cauge them to love thely lord more, and bring them o e mére 1@3@*’&1 snd
feithful devotion to Christ mﬁ **ﬁg ohureh .

ae I 55 & o



be b i s procilamstion. :
®¥e do whew forth the M% &mﬁhﬁ Hie desth i w‘%&a@ is held wp b
view in this Smm @z@ brend spesks of EE%&.% %zmzmgz awi %ﬁe eup
speaks of Bils shed bload, ’}?“m Iord e Supger e b s

{a) The dresdfulnese of sim,
Hen's #in neiled the Son of God to i’?&iwsﬁ ar&sa*
{b} The sufficiency of (hristis bleed to put mway sin,
%%Mﬁ@ else can release snybody from the ﬁﬁmﬁ&y# the power or the

oresence of sin,

The Iprd's Supper iz o mﬁm%ﬁm o ue and b;gf Uty

i 9

%ia ardinense predicts thet Sharist w111 peturn,

Our Iord cevieinly expecie us to obsevve this ordimence in the epirit %ﬁ“'ﬁ” deen
—%@mﬁ%ﬂ grateful love, fmtﬁﬁﬁ &%ﬁiﬁm and 4

&mﬁmg the nreresuisites to the proper ohbservence of the lerd's Suw e oz _
regenereiion, seriplursl %’é’%ﬁ%ﬁ&, shyreh nemberebip; dogtrinel Wmaﬁ
and an orderly valk, .

Hoth of thees ordinences are eiis, ihere iz ne saving efTicaey vhatever |
in gither or bolh of them. Bach ‘af them oolnte in ﬁw&@ ﬁimaﬁﬁm#

24 To a past transection, '
da ; Baptisn podnte beek to the %wzﬁi s mmwwhm of Christs
{6} The lord'e Bupper m’ﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁ back to the desth of Christ.

e %o z present enpers ' |
' {a] Beptiem @mﬁmw that the believer, who is %@iﬁg %ﬁzﬁi%@%# has &ﬁ,g& ’
4o gin and iz belmp raised o 2 new 1ife in Thvist,
(b} The lordts Soopsr declsres ibat the belisver is devending on iiia@
atoning death of Chyist for Hie selvation,

e w a fature eveni,

- Bantism %ﬁ.*ﬂi& f@f%?ﬁ‘ﬂ ’%@ the reBurT
paturns _
(B} The %ﬁ*ﬁ Sun

eotion of the desd when Christ

oy volnte to the M@m fsf thriet,

ﬁ@}i@f Xﬁ Abmolute Belioious ﬁé%srﬁy For 811 Men,

ﬁéﬁa@ﬁ@w heve afwagg been the showpdeng of ?@lﬁ;g‘im Eﬁh&m* In the =aply histéery
of owr grest wtion, Baptiste wevre ploneers in the siruggle for semaraiien of chupch
and stete, BReliglous liberiy mesns that so fav as men evthority iz conterned svery
gon has the imaliensble right to choose for himeelf in religion. ,

Baptists belisve thet every pern shovld heve the right to worsghip God scverding to
the Mobates of his consciemes or nobt to worship him: thet he should hawe the right
o wrovagets ki relipleus beliefsr snd that be shmﬁsﬁ hewve the right to chenge his
relipleons convictions and &ffilia‘%&ﬁﬁﬁ withowt Tesr of reprisel,

Religious iiberty 4o the prestest contribution thet Amerles hes mede te oivilization,

The impartizl bistorien, whether in the past, vresent or fubwre, will ever sgree with
ouwr fmerican historian, ¥, Banersfi; vho said: “Freedom of censelense, wniindied
freedon of nindy was fyom the first the trovhy of the Baptlete," Such histordsvs

fod RWigtorie justice compels me to say thet 1% was pre-sminently s Bapbist conbribmbion,
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will esoncor with Jobn locke who saids: YThe E‘?&gﬁ*’%ﬁﬁ% were the firet yropounders of
eheolute liberty, jm&% ard trus lfberiy, sguel and mﬂﬁﬁl Iiberty.” %&%ﬁ;%ﬁ E:aaw
ovay boen the wwevering champlians of liberty, both religlovs sod olvil, Ow .
mewtsl prizelivles heve made ovwr Biptist peopls the wﬁgﬁ.ﬁzﬁif@ mtmgmi&w @ﬁ‘ mﬁigﬁm
Ri’hmf‘éy, not ondly Por themselves bul fov overvbedy else as well, ¥
people, Beptiste heve confeibuted %o the world the belief that the waiom e
end gtate is sombrery te Cod's Word and to motwsel justice, and thet i@ iz ﬁmgﬁyi@ﬁ¢
to both serties @séma there iz such & wisn,

Te the 1isb% of cur wonderful heritege which ouwr forefathers gained by saarifics and
paszed on to ney there is & threslold obligation reeilng upon s sy E&%ﬁiﬁ%ﬁz

1. Ve mumst preperly spumralse 1%,
Converning our &@rﬁ%g&, ot E@mﬁiﬁ% fovelathery are g@ﬁﬁg o ue, With o groest
price a%mﬁm we this o e While we enjor the heriiags vwhich we bave, lot
- uws not forcet what it sost those who have giver 1t %o us.

2+ He st gavnestiy guerd i*%m '
Y& sball prove @%ﬁ’%@i‘@*&# i bhy ﬁ@‘ our Bartizt heriiege if we lot 1% slic ausy
fyrenm uws, The %mg:s tetion to compromise iz besoming ﬁ‘h’f@ﬁg&a « The effori to get
g o oo dee sur Baplist pesition comes from three Souress, _

L vpeal to sentiment,

?mﬂy r@i&tiﬁ% are often placed shove the loyelty 5 flody vt thds procedurs
maeerbhy of avy deveted Chaistiane ’%ﬁ:ﬁ.ﬁg compronises to planse sthers

ie vever plessing to Chrish,

{2} The undion movement. '

Bepeatedly we ape &smmlw%i&a the things 4n whick we differ, -

{33 %%@ issidions offeris to encrossh upon the sacred vrincivle of seppration

of ohurdn end steta. o ' C O :

3y Ve wust shere 1t with the worlds ‘ -
The needs of the werld; the comaand of Christ, end owr eum ﬁﬁi@i‘%‘&zﬁi velfare
immel us to share our é%iﬁﬁimﬁm Baniist %‘iﬁ?&*ﬁ‘h&gﬁ with the ssoples %‘?‘" the werld,

It ws be Faithfnl in proclaining t&m heritage vherever we go wndil our Master's
voioe shall eall ws Prom ouwr Plields of laher to everlasting resese in our hesvenly
home .




